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Funding Program 
Updates: 
 
The Growing Forward Steward-
ship Plan for Integrated Crop 
Management is no longer ac-
cepting applications as of July 
9th. 
 
    Manure Management, Long
-term Water Management and 
Grazing/Winter Feeding man-
agement Programs are still 
excepting applications.  Details 
on page 7. 
 
Get your registration and appli-
cations in sooner rather then 
later!  Funding is on a first 
come first serve basis and is 
being allocated quickly. 
 
For Questions, Applications 
and Work Plans Please call Ja-
red Malansky at Starland 
County Office 403-772-3793, or 
call directly to Diana Bingham 
@ 780-632-5487; Heather Lan-
diak @ 780-632-5467; Ag-Info 
Centre @ 310-3276. 
 
 

AgeAgeAge---verification Incen-verification Incen-verification Incen-
tive Programtive Programtive Program   

   
The program applies incentive-
discounts to radio frequency iden-
tification tag purchases made 
between January 1, 2009 and 
December 31, 2012. Incentive-
discounts, of up to three dol-
lars for each age-verified ani-
mal, represent critical information 
that producers contribute to sup-
port marketing and food safety 
efforts. Eligibility will be based on 
the number of animals a producer 
has, or intends to have, age-
verified from the previous year’s 
calf crop.  
Encouraging cattle producers to 
provide vital information will help 
to assure greater industry partici-
pation in adopting tagging and 
age-verification best practices. 
Alberta’s livestock traceability 
system is dependent on tagging 
an animal and entering this infor-
mation into the Canadian Live-
stock Tracking System. This 
process is critical to identify when 
an animal enters the food produc-
tion system.  
 
Tag Purchase Reimbursement 
Applications available at Starland 
County Office call Jared Ma-
lansky at 403-772-3793. 
 
Note: Tag Reimbursement Appli-
cation Deadline is December 31, 
2010.  Eligible reimbursement on 
tag purchases are from Jan 1, 
2009 - June 30, 2010 
 
Call 310-FARM (3276) if you 
have any questions about the 
Age-Verification Incentive Pro-
gram 

Starland County Starland County 
Agricultural Service Agricultural Service 

BoardBoard 
-14’ Ezee On Breaking Disk 
Rate: $395/day 
-15’ JD 1590 No-till Drill Rental 
Rate: $6 per acre 
-Rawhide Portable Corral System 
Rental 
Rate: $200/day 

Don’t forget to get your Shelterbelt 
tree applications in for next years 
tree order.  Applications available 
at Starland County Office 403-772-
3793. 

 
 

Reminder: Starland County ASB has a 
Gallagher H3 Handheld RFID Tag 
Reader available for county residents to 
borrow. 
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Win-win for Ranchers and Wildlife:  Grassland Habitat Enhancement Pro-
jects  
 
Operation Grassland Community, a program of the Alberta Fish and Game Association, is a grassroots stewardship 
program that works directly with landholders in Alberta to secure and enhance prairie wildlife habitats for species 
at risk. Operation Grassland Community believes that prairie habitats can be wisely used, ensuring the sustainabil-
ity of both wildlife habitats and agricultural livelihoods. 
 
Starting in 2005, Operation Grassland Community (OGC) began working with its members to enhance wildlife 
habitats through specific land management projects.  Habitat Enhancement Projects (HEPs) preserve or enhance 
habitats for a suite of grassland species, while at the same time improve native range thus providing economical as 
well as ecological benefits to participating landowners.  OGC is currently promoting HEPs targeted at four bird 
species at risk in southern Alberta.  
 
Burrowing Owl Habitat Enhancement Projects: 
 
Burrowing Owls require a mosaic of grassland heights: areas of sparse, well-grazed grass for nesting 
(helps them see predators approaching) and hunting (can see and catch prey easier in short grass), and 
areas of taller grass where their favorite foods, voles and mice tend to live. Often, these areas of longer 
grasses are associated with wetlands or riparian areas. By fencing off a dugout or other water bodies and 
providing an alternate water source, cattle are prevented from grazing or trampling wetland edges and 
grass can grow back and provide a place for prey to live. OGC advocates the use of cattle oilers and salt 
blocks to intensify grazing pressure near nest burrows and throughout their foraging range to create/
maintain these necessary patches of short vegetation.  In turn, these measures also provide benefits to 
landholders.  Controlling major pests (e.g., lice, face flies, mosquitoes, etc.) and preventing livestock 
from entering and contaminating water has been shown to significantly improve herd health, and in-
creased livestock production.   
 
OGC works with landholders who have known Burrowing Owl nests on or near their property and pro-
vides financial assistance towards the cost of an off-site watering system, fencing around dugouts or 
wetlands, cattle oilers/salt blocks, and native seeding.   
 
Sprague’s Pipit Habitat Enhancement Projects: 
 
Sprague’s Pipits are small grassland specialist songbirds (slightly larger than a sparrow). They have 
brown and white streaked plumage; this colouring and markings allow the bird to blend into its natural 
surroundings.  Pipits are more often heard than seen.  If a pipit is on your property, you will hear an 
ethereal tinkling, high in the sky!  They prefer native mixed-grass prairie and are more likely found on 
blocks of prairie larger than 64 ha (160 acres).  Native rangeland in good to excellent range health is im-
portant for the survival and recovery of this bird.  These birds have earned the nickname Goldilocks 
since they require vegetation that is not too tall and dense or short and sparse, but “just right”! 
 
OGC works with, and provides financial assistance to landholders/ land managers who have Sprague’s 
Pipits nesting on their property to install cross fencing as part of their overall grazing strategies to im-
prove range health and the long-term sustainability of their pastures. 
 
Loggerhead Shrike Habitat Enhancement Projects: 
 
Loggerhead Shrikes are robin-sized, predatory songbirds. They have a dark gray back and head with 
whitish under-parts. They have a black band across eye and on wings.  Loggerhead Shrikes are also 
known as the “butcher bird” as they often impale prey (grasshoppers or mice) on thorns or barbed wire 
to compensate for the fact that they do not have heavy talons and strong feet to allow it to hold its prey 
while feeding. 
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Continued… 
 
Loggerhead Shrikes require open habitats of grasslands with scattered trees and shrubs which provide 
nesting and perching sites.  Nests are often found in yard sites (abandoned and active) and on windrows 
along roads.  
 
OGC works with landholders who have Loggerhead Shrikes nesting on their property and provides fi-
nancial assistance towards fencing materials to protect a shrub/tree grove being used a perch or nesting 
site under threat of destruction or degradation by cattle. In turn, protecting trees and shrubs can provide 
habitat for other wildlife (deer, grouse) and help improve snow catch and moisture levels during the 
summer months. 
 
Ferruginous Hawk Nesting Platform and Pole: 
 
Ferruginous Hawks are the largest prairie hawk in Canada.  They are named for the reddish colouring on 
leg feathers. In areas where trees have decreased in number, an increase in number of artificial nest plat-
forms for Ferruginous Hawks have shown to help increase numbers of this threatened bird. The presence 
of Ferruginous Hawks is, in turn, beneficial to landholders: a single pair can consume as many as 500 
ground squirrels in one season.   
 
OGC will provide landholders with fencing to protect an existing nest with fencing or work with Alberta 
power companies to provide and install Ferruginous Hawk nesting platforms and poles for landholders 
with Ferruginous Hawks currently nesting in natural or artificial nests that are at risk of falling, and/or 
previously occupied nests that have fallen. 
 
If you wish to find out more about Habitat Enhancement Projects and about the potential financial as-
sistance that may be available to you for these projects, please contact Operation Grassland Community 
at (780) 437-2342 or email: office@afga.org. 
—————————————————————————————————————————— 
Ergot Information  www1.agric.gov.ab.ca/$department/deptdocs.nsf/all/prm2402 

Biology 
 
Ergot infects many cereals and grasses; these include (in order of decreasing susceptibility), rye, triticale, wheat 
and barley. Oats are rarely affected.  
 
Ergot overwinters as black grain-sized fungal structures. In late spring, these ergots germinate and form tiny spore-
producing mushroom-like structures. Infectious spores are carried by wind currents to the host during the flowering 
stage. Infection of the cereal flowers may produce a secondary phase called honeydew. Honeydew is a shiny sticky 
liquid that oozes from infected flowers and contains large numbers of ergot spores. The spores spread to adjacent 
flowers and heads by insects and rain splash particularly to the open flowers of rye. Ergot that germinates in June 
can infect early flowering weed grasses, which produce honeydew when cereals are flowering.  
 
Cool, damp weather in late spring and early summer favors ergot germination, helps prolong the flowering period 
of cereals and grasses, and increases the probability of ergot infection.  
 
The presence of ergot in wheat and barley in Alberta has been strongly correlated with soils that are low in copper, 
or with management practices that cause a copper deficiency in cereals. Wheat, and barley, grown on copper defi-
cient soils have a high rate of pollen sterility. Barley and wheat are self-pollinating and the florets normally do not 
open. If the pollen is sterile, florets of wheat and barley open and expose the stigmas to ergot infection. Male ster-
ile lines of wheat and barley are very susceptible to ergot infection and have been abandoned in plant breeding. 
Open florets are very obvious in wheat growing on copper deficient soils.  
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Ergot Continued…   www1.agric.gov.ab.ca/$department/deptdocs.nsf/all/prm2402 
 
Some herbicides may disrupt copper availability. Manure applications and high application rates of nitrogen and 
phosphate fertilizer may tie-up available copper, particularly on soils already low in this micro-nutrient. All of 
these factors singly or combined may contribute to copper deficiency resulting in greatly reduced yields and vastly 
increased infection rates of ergot in barley and wheat.  
 
Damage Description 
 
Ergot is most easily recognized by the hard black bodies that replace the grains of the affected head. Heads may 
contain one or more ergots. Earlier in the season, before the ergots are produced, an amber liquid or honeydew can 
be detected on individual flower heads. Heads collect dust and pollen on the sticky honeydew and may appear 
dirty.  
 
Ergot bodies are highly poisonous. Alkaloids in ergot are extremely toxic to humans and livestock. Ergot alkaloids 
have been detected in flour and cereals intended for human as well as animal feeds. For cattle, 0.5 per cent by 
weight of ergot in the diet causes reduced feed consumption and weight loss. Economic losses also result through 
reduction of yield and through rejection or downgrading of contaminated grain by the elevator. Yields are occa-
sionally reduced by as much as 5 per cent in rye and 10 per cent in wheat.  
 
Diagnosis 
 
The Canadian Seeds Act (July 1987) defines the maximum number of ergots allowed per kilogram of seed before 
the sample is downgraded.  

 
Ergot can move into a field through contaminated seed but 
usually the source of inoculum is infected grasses in the head-
lands. When the disease source is the headland grass the high-
est density of ergoty cereals is around the perimeter along the 
headlands. If the infected plants are more evenly distributed 
throughout the crop, the disease source is likely from con-
taminated seed or a previously infected crop. Knowledge of 
the distribution pattern is important at grain harvest. Under 

very windy conditions in standing grain that is mature or nearly so, the ergots often protruding in infected heads 
will get shaken or knocked off. This will reduce the amount of ergot in the harvested grain by up to 70% or more.  
Cereal spikes containing ergot have fewer kernels per head with less weight per seed. Yield loss percentage for rye 
can be estimated as follows:  
 
Percent loss = % ergoty spikes x (1 - seed weight of ergoty spike) / seed weight of healthy spike  
 
Management Strategy and Control 
 
Reduce inoculum levels and apply copper fertilizer to reduce or eliminate this disease in wheat and barley. With 
adequate soil copper, all cereals except rye will have little or no ergot infection. Some herbicides and environ-
mental conditions may interfere with normal growth and reduce available copper and, consequently, may result in 
ergot infection. Research in Finland has shown that soils low in boron induce pollen sterility in barley. Thus, in a 
similar manner to the pollen sterility caused by copper deficiency, the normally closed flowers of wheat, barley 
and oats will open and ergot infections occur.  

• Test soils for copper availability; an application of copper fertilizer may be needed if levels are below 1 ppm in many soils. 

• Use a rotation with non-host crops to reduce inoculum levels. Ergots rarely survive more than a year in the soil. 

• Bury crop residue 2.5 cm or more into soil to prevent spore-producing "mushrooms" from emerging above ground. 

• Delay swathing, particularly in headland areas if possible, because windy weather will shake out the ergots from standing grain. 

• Mow headland grasses on a regular, annual basis well before seed set. This will prevent ergot production. Meadow foxtail is extremely 
susceptible to ergot. 

• Harvest headland area swaths separately because they are likely to have the highest ergot contamination. 

• Store ergoty grain intended for seed for two years. The ergots will die, but the grain will remain viable for many more years. 
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Growing Forward Update 
 
A Note about Retroactivity:  
We've received a few questions about the continuance of retroactivity into next fiscal year.  The re-
sponse is "Yes, retroactivity still applies", BUT we are still held accountable for meeting our obligations 
to the Federal Government and the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act.  So if a project has in-
volved some sort of excavation or moving of dirt, the applicant is strongly recommended to call the ap-
propriate Work Plan Coordinator to discuss the project first to see if it remains eligible for funding.  
 
Manure Management Program:  
Applications received are currently being reviewed.  According to the forecasted budget, Work Plans 
and Applications received after September 1 will fall under next year's budget.  For producers currently 
applying for a project, they will fall under next year's budget.  Funds from next year's budget cannot be 
dispersed before April 2011. General enquiries into the program have really dropped (as expected at 
this time of the year); though we anticipate that calls will start up again once we move into Conference 
and Trade Show season.  There may be some program changes in the coming months. 
 
Integrated Crop Management Update 
Funding has been fully allocated for 2010/2011; we are now placing applicants on hold for the 
2011/2012 and 2012/2013 fiscal years.  
 
 
Grazing and Winter Feeding Management Update 
 
• 2010/2011 - 40% of the current budget has been allocated 
• 2011/2012 - 35% of the available budget has been allocated 
• 2012/2013 - <1% of the available budget has been allocated 
 
Program Changes for Growing Forward ‐ Manure Management Program    
Effective November 1, 2010 
Details: 
The Manure Management Funding List has been revised to reflect the following program changes: 
 
• ‘silage leachate collection, transfer and storage systems’ are no longer considered eligible expenses or 
projects under the Program (see Activity Code 306 in the attached Funding List – Final Version November 2010). 
• The purchase of a vertical beater component (or assembly) on a solid manure box spreader remains an eligi‐
ble expense under the program at a cost share of 50/50 though a maximum $15,000 Grant contribution has 
been set for this eligible expense (see Activity Code 309 in the attached Funding List– Final Version November 
2010). 
The installation of load cells on a solid manure spreader remains an eligible expense under the Program at a cost 
share of 50/50  though a maximum Grant contribution of $5500 has been set for this eligible expense (see Activ‐
ity Code 309 in the attached Funding List– Final Version November 2010). 

 
The above mentioned changes apply to all Applications submitted and received on or after November 1, 2010. 
The revised Manure Management Funding List will be posted to the Growing Forward website 
(www.growingforward.alberta.ca) the week of October 25th, 2010. 
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