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AG TALK 
NEWSLETTER 

Rumsey Spring 
Fling & Pie Auction 

 April 15th  
 

Delia Spring Spiel 
Celebrate Canada’s 

150th Birthday! 
March 24-26th 
Prizes for most    

patriotic team, silent 
auction, turkey & 
ham shoot & cash 
prizes. Call Tammy 
Graham to enter 
(403) 364 2101  

 
Air Brake Refresher 

Course & C2000 
March 27 Delia Hall          

$20 for non       
members, free      
for members.                     

Includes Lunch!  

COMMUNITY INFO 

WELCOME BACK SNOW BIRDS! 
Is your water safe to drink? 
Whether you have a well, a cistern, or are hooked up to the 
regional water lines this is a very important thing to consider 
after returning from a long vacation. Your water pipes dili-
gently work towards providing all the points in your home 
with safe and clean water.  When in constant use, these 
pipes are likely to provide this service for a good long 
while, but what happens when water sits for a few days or a 
few months? 
Water that has been exposed to air has about 12 hours until 
it goes flat and, as carbon dioxide from the air interacts 
with the H2O in your glass, it slightly lowers its pH.  This will 
cause an odd, almost stale, taste but still likely is safe to 
drink.  Water in your pipes will contact little to no air but 
what it will react with is your piping material and the differ-
ent properties within your drinking water.  Different reactions 
can occur depending on your homes piping material but re-
gardless of what material your home is plumbed with there 
is always a risk of bacterial and algae growth.  Even with 
treated water the chlorine that was added to keep your wa-
ter protected dissipates with time to the point that bacteria 
and algae start to grow.   
What to do? 
It is recommended that you flush your home lines after re-
turning from a long trip.  This will help to clear all of the old 
stagnant water out of your lines and bring in new and fresh 
water to refill your pipes with.  Alberta Health Services in 
conjunction with Alberta Environment recommend a three fold 
change over.  This means that if it would take 5 minutes to 
run the water from your fresh water source to the farthest 
point in your homes system then the water should be run for 
15 minutes (a simple test for this is to time and run your cold 
water tap until the tap runs as cold as it will get)  Don’t for-
get to flush the water in your hot water heater as well!  For 
additional protection if you are concerned about the safety 
of your water the Alberta Health Services in Drumheller can 
provide you with a sample bottle and help to ensure that 
your homes water is safe to drink. 
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Grain Corn Harvest in 
Starland County 

 

This past growing season Brett Adams 
tried out a 120 acre early maturing 
grain corn plot. The variety P7005 was 
seeded on May16th, and fertilized with 
110 lbs actual N, 40 lbs P & 10lbs S.  It 
yielded 100 bu/ac and was harvested 
at 24% moisture on November 22nd (but 
could have been taken a month earlier). 
This coming season Brett will be trying 
out a higher yielding, longer season vari-
ety with larger cob size in the same loca-
tion. Could grain corn become a reality 
in Starland County? (Photography credit 
to Doug Stanger) 
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ONLY 50 SPOTS!  
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SHELTERBELT TREE 
OPTIONS 

Prairie Shelterbelt Program 
The Prairie Shelterbelt Program 
is still accepting orders for the 
2017 season. All trees are on a 
first come, first reserved basis. 
As Starland County no longer 
runs a bulk program, all orders 
need to be placed directly with 
Prairie  Shelterbelt Program 
Ltd., and are conveniently 
shipped right to your door. For 
more information check out 
www.prairieshelterbeltprogram.
com  
 

TreeTime.ca 
Trees can also be ordered from 
TreeTime.ca. They offer free 
shipping on orders over $100, 
and have a large selection of 
trees, shrubs, berry seedlings, 
fruit trees and native plants. 
Check out www.treetime.ca for 
easy ordering and extra infor-
mation on planting, tree varie-
ties and more. Tree seedlings 
are shipped in a frozen state, 

and are thawed and ready for 
planting when you receive them. 
Online ordering opens up in late 
fall, and closes in early June. 
Because seedlings sell on a first 
come, first-served basis, it is to 
your advantage to request your 
seedlings for the next season as 
early as possible. All products 
are backed by a 30 day new 
growth guarantee.  
 

Starland County still supports 
the development of shelterbelts, 

and offers tree planting and 
plastic mulching services at no 
charge (plastic mulch must be 

purchased). 
 

 If you have any questions or 
would like to book tree planting 

or mulching services for next 
year please call Dara Kudras at 

(403) 772-3793.  
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Heightened Risk of Pea Leaf 
Weevil Damage in 2017 

Properly inoculated annual legume 
crops, like field pea and faba bean, 
produce most of the nitrogen they 
require for growth through the grow-
ing season via nitrogen fixation car-
ried out by nodules on plant roots. 
Hence, field pea and faba bean are 
generally grown on nitrogen defi-
cient soil without much, if any, addi-
tional synthetic nitrogen fertilizer. 
When the pea leaf weevil (PLW) in-
sect pest feeds on the nodules of 
pea and faba bean seedlings, this 
natural nitrogen source is greatly 
compromised, inhibiting optimal pea 
and faba bean growth throughout 
the remainder of the growing season 
as well as decreasing crop yield. 
The pea leaf weevil was reported in 
southern Alberta in 1997 and re-
mained for several years south of 
highway 1. Since 2013, this insect’s 
geographic range has greatly ex-
panded into central Alberta, ex-
tending as far north as Sturgeon 
County, north of Edmonton, with low-
er levels of feeding reported in east 
central Alberta. Given that 2016 
survey levels were high in the afore-
mentioned areas, there is a high risk 
of infestation in the same areas if 
winter and spring conditions are fa-

vourable. A potential predictor of 
population increase is precipitation 
in August. As many areas with high 
weevil populations in 2016 experi-
enced August precipitation, pea and 
faba bean producers in these areas 
are advised to plan control strate-
gies for the 2017 crop year. After 
spending the winter as an adult 
beetle in perennial legumes, adults 
are attracted to annual and peren-
nial legume crops in spring, including 
field pea, faba bean, lentil, alfalfa, 
and bean. However, egg laying only 
takes place in soil near field pea or 
faba bean seedlings, so root nodules 
of lentil and alfalfa, for example, 
are not affected. Just prior to egg 
laying, adult PLW insects feed on 
the margins of seedling leaves re-
sulting in a notched or scalloped 
leaf appearance (see Figure 1), 
which is not expected to reduce 
yield.   

Figure 1. PLW feeding damage (L. Dosdall) 
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After hatching from eggs, the worm-
like larvae proceed downward into 
the soil where they primarily feed 
on root nodules resulting in de-
creased nitrogen fixation by pea 
and faba bean plants.  
Spring weather conditions can alter 
the timing and severity of PLW 
damage. Weevils arrive early to 
pea and faba bean fields if warm 
temperatures above 20 degrees C 
persist for more than a few days in 
late April or early May, potentially 
corresponding with higher yield loss-
es. Alternatively, if cool weather oc-
curs during the same period, yield is 
generally not as compromised espe-
cially when the crop advances past 
the 6th node stage before the wee-
vils arrive. In either case, field scout-
ing is required to make control deci-
sions on a field by field basis. It is 
advised not to seed into cold soil.  
Yield losses may occur when there 
are more than 30% of seedlings (3 
out of 10 plants along a seed row; 
assess groups of 10 plants in multi-
ple rows) with feeding damage on 
the clam leaf before the 6th node 
stage in peas. The clam leaf is the 
most recently emerged leaf. Most 
research has not shown that control 
of weevils using foliar insecticide 
prevents yield loss. The ineffective-

ness of foliar spraying probably 
arises because weevils have already 
laid enough eggs to significantly 
damage root nodules when sprays 
are applied or because healthy 
weevils immigrate after spraying. 
According to research on the Prai-
ries, nodule protection is more effec-
tive when pea seed is treated with a 
systemic insecticide product prior to 
seeding. Faba bean may be similar-
ly protected, but this requires investi-
gation. If feeding damage is only 
apparent on the older, lower leaves 
and not on the newer clam leaf, the 
weevil has probably already laid 
eggs and spraying would be of no 
value. Therefore, producers should 
scout for damage on the clam leaf 
and not on lower leaves. Since PLW 
migrate into field pea and faba 
bean fields, foliar damage is initial-
ly observed along field edges. Foli-
ar insecticides applied early in an 
infestation to field edges may be a 
sound economic decision; however, 
additional on-farm research will 
provide more clarity. Limited spray-
ing would also reduce the risk of af-
fecting beneficial species, such as 
ground beetles, that may help man-
age PLW populations via predation.  

Neil Whatley1, Hector Carcamo2, Meghan 
Vankosky3 
1Alberta Agriculture and Forestry, Stettler 
2Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada, Lethbridge 
3Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada, Saskatoon 
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NOTICE TO FARMERS 
2% Liquid Strychnine Control Program 

STARLAND COUNTY 
 

The sale of 2% Liquid Strychnine Concentrate (LSC) for the control of 
Richardson’s Ground Squirrels (RGS’s) is approved for the 2017 season. 

Starland County is participating in this program and will have 2% LSC 
available to qualifying farmers March 15th until June 30th.                                   

The abbreviated details of the program are as follows:  
 
 The product is only available to Agricultural Producers in Starland 

County  
 Each producer is restricted to 2 cases (48 bottles) of Strychnine per 

purchase and the minimum purchase is 6 bottles 
  The purchaser must sign a document that states: 
 

A) They have a severe infestation as defined by Alberta          
Agriculture and Forestry  

B) They will use 2% LSC only for control of the RGS’s,  
C) They will not sell or give away any 2% LSC,  
 

 Provincial Pest Inspectors may inspect your property to ensure that you 
are complying with all the label directions and conditions of use and 
registration 

  Any non-target poisonings must be reported and the product cannot be 
used on any quarter which has burrowing owls or any other species at 
risk 

  Violation of any of the outlined terms and conditions will result in the 
purchaser forfeiting the right to any further purchases of strychnine and 
could result in a fine of no less than $1500.00 

 
Cost of the product is $264.00 per case or $11.00 per bottle.                    

For more information or to book your product contact                             
Alan Hampton or Dara Kudras at 772-3793 
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