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AG TALK 
NEWSLETTER 

 

 

Chariman: Murray Marshall  

Council Member: John Rew 

Council Member: Jackie Watts 

Council Member: Bob Sargent  

Council Member: Steven Wannstrom 

Farm Member: Brian Heck 

 

 

Farm Member: Kerry Sharpe 

Agricultural Fieldman: Alan Hampton 

Assistant Ag Fieldman: Dara Kudras 

Recording Secretary: Shirley Bremer 

Key Contact: Neil Whatley 

Starland County ASB Members 



PAGE 2 

 
Volume 15 issue 2 In tune...In Progress MAY 2018 



PAGE 3 

 
Volume 15 issue 2 In tune...In Progress MAY 2018 



PAGE 4 

 
Volume 15 issue 2 In tune...In Progress MAY 2018 



PAGE 5 

 
Volume 15 issue 2 In tune...In Progress MAY 2018 

What is Ag in Motion Anyways? 
Starland County will be hosting an overnight bus tour to Ag in Motion, which is 
an outdoor farm expo that takes place 20 minutes NW of Saskatoon. It is the 
largest agricultural trade show in Western Canada that provides an outdoor   
venue for progressive farmers that want to see and feel the latest agricultural 
innovations. Ag in Motion brings innovation to the field through interactive     
exhibits and live field and crop plot demonstrations. The primary objective of 
this tour is to showcase these new technologies in agriculture to our area     
farmers. This 50 person tour will take place July 17th-18th, with a one night stay 
in Saskatoon.  Registration is open to Starland County residents until                
June 8th then opened up to others. Payment is due before then.                                                     
If you are interested in sponsoring the tour or would like to register please call 
Tour Coordinator Dara Kudras at (403) 772-3793 

Day 1 , July 17th 2018 Agenda 

7:00 -7:30 am Registration and departure @ 7:30 am from Morrin.(Light breakfast) 

7:30 am – 10:00 am Travel to Kindersley. Short rest stop 

10:45 am – 1:20 pm Travel to Ag in Motion 

1:20 pm – 5:00 pm Ag in Motion (responsible for own lunch) 

5:00 pm – 6:30 pm Travel to Distillery and tour 

6:30 pm – 8:30 pm BBQ Rib Supper with Sundae Bar 

6:30-9:00 pm Shuttle will run  as needed back to hotel 

Day 2, July 18th 2018 Agenda 

7:00 am – 8:00 am Free hot breakfast at the hotel 

8:00 am – 8:30 am Travel to Ag in Motion 

8:30 am – 4:00 pm Ag in Motion (responsible for own lunch) 

4:00 pm – 6:30 pm Travel, rest stop in Kindersley (responsible for own supper) 

7:30 pm – 10:00 pm Travel, arrive back in Morrin 

Our Platinum 
Level Sponsors  
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Alberta Agriculture Insect  
Monitoring Program 
This program is coordinated by Scott Meers, 
Insect Management Specialist with Alberta 
Agriculture and Forestry and his technician, 
Shelley Barkley. There are seven main surveys. 
Pea leaf weevil, cabbage seedpod weevil, dia-
mondback moth, bertha armyworm, grass-
hoppers, wheat midge and wheat stem sawfly. 
We will be doing several smaller surveillance 
surveys including a survey of the new canola 
flower midge. The pea leaf weevil survey is 
conducted in late May/June and will be car-
ried out throughout Alberta in 2018.  This sur-
vey is done by counting the number of feeding 
notches on 10 plants in each of 5 locations in 
the field. We work along the headland and do 
not enter the field at all. **If you have a pea 
field that we could survey please contact us 
at the email provided below** 
Bertha armyworm (June/July) and diamond-
back moth (May/June) surveys are phero-
mone based and are conducted by coopera-
tors. Traps are placed on canola field margins 
and checked weekly. Results are tabulated by 
cooperators, trap counts are entered by coop-
erators using a web based reporting system 
and automatically reported via our web page. 
We are always looking to fill holes in our mon-
itoring system. If producers or agrologists wish 
to participate, we welcome their assistance 
and will provide all needed supplies.   
Cabbage seedpod weevil survey is done at 
early flower by taking a set of 25 sweeps with 
a sweep net.  The number of cabbage 
seedpod weevils, lygus and diamondback 
moth larvae are reported. In addition we have 
a reporting tool which agrologists can report 

the cabbage seedpod weevil numbers they 
are finding. The grasshopper survey is carried 
out by agricultural fieldmen (during early Au-
gust) in their county each year. The results are 
tabulated by Alberta Agriculture and Forestry. 
This is the most heavily utilized survey of the 
seven we help coordinate. Wheat midge and 
wheat stem sawfly surveys are carried out 
after harvest each year. The sawfly survey in-
volves assessing the percentage of sawfly cut 
stems in 4 locations, 1 meter long, in each 
field. This survey is done in the traditional 
wheat stem sawfly area of southern Alberta 
and eastern central Alberta. Wheat midge is 
surveyed in all wheat growing areas of Alber-
ta. This survey involves taking soil cores and 
washing overwintering larvae out of the soil. 
From this a forecast is prepared on the risk of 
midge populations the next year. If you have a 
wheat field that we could survey please con-
tact us at the email provided below.   
We never drive in fields, rather parking on the 
roadside and walk in. We ALWAYS use steri-
lized boots or boot covers when entering 
fields and any tools that are used (ie soil sam-
pler etc) are sterilized between fields. Our 
field entry protocol can be found on our web-
site.  
Agricultural Fieldmen receive a year-end re-
port for their county. Any producer that volun-
teers a field (or fields) will also get a year-end 
report from our program on what was found.  
The program email is bugs.r.us@gov.ab.ca     
Insect monitoring/information website: 
www.agriculture.alberta.ca/bugs-pest 
  
**If you do NOT want your fields surveyed 

this year please contact Al Hampton or Dara 

Kudras at (403) 772-3793 

mailto:bugs.r.us@gov.ab.ca
http://www.agriculture.alberta.ca/bugs-pest
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PLEASE NOTE:                              
An appointment is required to         

purchase strychnine. Call the County 
office to set up a pick up time with    
either Al Hampton or Dara Kudras 

(403) 772-3793 


