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Reminder: Starland County 

ASB has a Gallagher H3 

Handheld RFID Tag Reader 

available for county residents 

to borrow. Contact Dara 

Calon  at 772-3793 

Upcoming EventsUpcoming Events   
Morrin Ag Society Surface 

Rights Informational Workshop 

March 21st  

Morrin Hall 

10:00 ï2:00  

More info on page 11 

 

C-2000 Club Meeting  

Update on farm transportation 

and safety 

March 11th  

Delia Hall 

9:00-12:00  

 

AFSC Growing Forward 2  

Notice of Changes to 2013 

AgriStability Producer Infor-

mation Meeting 

March 12th  

AFSC 111 Railway Ave W 

1:30 ï3:30 
 

 

 

New Assistant Ag FieldmanNew Assistant Ag FieldmanNew Assistant Ag Fieldman 
Jared Malansky has had an im-

portant role in the county for the 

last five years, but has decided 

to move on to a new career. 

Good luck with your new job 

Jared!  

Dara Calon was hired to fill Jar-

ed Malanskyôs position as the 

assistant agricultural fieldman. 

Dara attended Olds College for 

two years where she obtained a 

Land and Water Resource diplo-

ma, then went on to the Univer-

sity of Lethbridge and received 

a Bachelor of Science in Envi-

ronmental Science. Dara grew 

up on a grain farm south of 

Michichi, and has always want-

ed to be involved in agriculture. 

She worked for Bayer Crop-

Science and BASF the past two 

summers. Having grown up in 

Starland County she looks for-

ward to working with farmers 

on programs and workshops. 

AG AG TalkTalk   

NEW Energy Efficiency 

Sub-meter Program  
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Energy Efficiency SubEnergy Efficiency SubEnergy Efficiency Sub---meter meter meter    
Program Program Program    
 This program aims to help producers 
obtain sub-metering service for on farm 

electricity/natural gas services. The sub-

metering service will provide growers  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

with more knowledge of specific energy 

usages, which will help find the correct 

methods to improve energy efficiency. 

Producers who have at least $10,000 in 

gross annual farm sales and/or an Alber-

ta Farm Fuel Number are eligible. Up to 

$2000 is approved for reimbursement. 

By installing a sub-meter, electricity 

from a certain building can be meas-

ured. Funding for this program is lim-

ited, and is on a first come first serve 

basis. If sub-meters have been previous-

ly installed they still may be eligible for 

reimbursement starting April 1, 2009. 

Applications to the program must be re-

ceived by March 15th. For more infor-

mation please contact Dara Calon at 

 403 772-3793. 

Pest CornerPest Corner  

Rusty Grain Rusty Grain 

BeetleBeetle  
This time of 

year growers 

may be experi-

encing problems 

with the com-

mon rusty grain 

beetle. Damage 

to the kernels germ and endosperm is 

caused by both the larvae and adult bee-

tles. In the case of heavy infestations 

grain beetles can cause the grain to 

overheat, as well as spread fungal 

spores throughout the grain. The beetle 

is a shiny reddish brown colour, roughly 

2mm long, and is most active at or 

above 23ÁC. Females can lay between 

200 and 500 eggs, and hatch quickly in 

3 to 5 days. Larvae take 3 weeks to ma-

ture, and during this time feed on the 

germ end of the kernels. A moisture 

content of less than 12% and a humidity 

of less than 40% will insure an infesta-

tion does not occur. Being proactive and 

preventing an infestation by cleaning 

out the bin and using an insecticide are 

the best ways of control. After harvest, 

drying and cooling tough grain is an ex-

cellent precaution as well. If an infesta-

tion does occur, fumigation or admix-

ture of an insecticide can be directly ap-

plied. Another option is to cool the grain 

to ï10ÁC for 8 weeks to control the 

problem.  
 

NEW 
NEW 
NEW    
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This is the last year that trees are availa-

ble under the federally funded Prairie 

Shelterbelt Program, increasing the num-

ber of applications and putting a strain on 

tree stock. Trees are allocated on a priori-

ty ranking system, and not on a first come 

first serve basis. There is limited stock 

left which includes mixed hybrid poplar 

cuttings, mixed tree willow cuttings, 

hedge rose and snowberry. Statements 

were mailed out in February to clients to 

notify them of what they would and 

would not be receiving. It is suggested for 

clients to review these statements, and 

contact the Agroforestry Development 

Centre (1-866-766-2284) by March 22nd 

if they are not satisfied with a substitu-

tion, or if they wish to reduce their tree 

numbers. An out-of-stock letter will be 

sent to people whoôs orders will not be 

fulfilled. Applications will continue to be 

accepted until March 15th and are availa-

ble at the Starland County office or online 

at http://www4.agr.gc.ca. Trees and orna-

mentals can also be ordered from Alberta 

Nurseries (403) 224-3544. For alternative 

sources of trees please refer to the links 

posted below: 
¶ CNLA - Canadian Nursery Landscape As-

sociation 

www.canadanursery.com 
¶ SaskPower - Shand Greenhouse 

(Saskatchewan residents) 

www.saskpower.com/shandgreenhouse 

 
 

 

 

  
 

 

 

Big Rock Brew Burger 
Ingredients:  

¶ 1 lb medium ground beef 

¶ 1/2 cup quick cooking rolled oats 

¶ 1/4 cup Dark BBQ sauce 

¶ 1/4 cup Big Rock Beer 

¶ 1 medium onion, finely diced 

¶ 3 garlic cloves, minced 

¶ Spices as desired: onion, garlic, mus-

tard, parsley, thyme, oregano, salt and 

pepper. 

Method: 

In large bowl, combine beef, rolled oats, 

Dark BBQ Sauce, Big Rock Beer, onion, 

garlic, mustard, parsley, thyme, oregano, 

salt and pepper. Mix lightly, but thor-

oughly to blend. Shape into 4 to 6 1/2" to 

3/4" thick patties. Barbecue, broil or pan-

fry using medium-high heat for 5 to 7 

minutes per side (turning once) until in-

stant thermometer inserted sideways into 

centre of patties reads at least 160 F (70 

C). Serve on toasted whole wheat buns, 

topped with Speedy Cabbage Slaw as a 

relish. Makes 4 servings. 

 

Recipe is supplied by Alberta Farm Fresh 

Producers Association. If you are a local 

producer and are looking for information  

visit www.albertafarmfresh.com.  

 

   

Prairie Shelterbelt ProgramPrairie Shelterbelt ProgramPrairie Shelterbelt Program   

http://www.canadanursery.com
http://www.saskpower.com/shandgreenhouse/
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Water Well Decommissioning in Starland CountyWater Well Decommissioning in Starland CountyWater Well Decommissioning in Starland County   

Funding for water well decommis-

sioning is still available. Aban-

doned water wells can pose a po-

tential environmental risk to aqui-

fers and ground water. By filling in 

these wells we can eliminate po-

tential threats to our water supply. 

Wells are decommissioned by re-

moving any pumps, casing or 

equipment. A grout material such 

as bentonite, sandïconcrete mix or 

neat cement is used to fill and cap 

drilled wells. Compacted earth is 

mounded at the surface of the well 

to prevent water ponding, and veg-

etation is planted to increase stabil-

ity. Dug wells can be filled with 

natural backfill and capped with 

compacted clay or bentonite. Be-

cause abandoned wells are a safety 

hazard and can threaten the water 

supply, it is encouraged for them to 

be decommissioned properly. An 

incentive of $200 per well is of-

fered. If you would like to have 

your wells decommissioned please 

contact Dara Calon at Starland 

County for more details (772-

3793). For more information visit 

www.agric.gov.ab.ca 
 

 

Did you know? 
Alberta is estimated to have more 
groundwater than surface water. 
However, only 0.01 per cent of this 
groundwater is thought to be re-
coverable 


